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Challenge Aviation is the Group’s Engine 

 

An airline requires aircrafts and engines in order to fly. And, from time to time, those aircrafts may require 

replacement spares. This is where Challenge Aviation comes in. 

Founded in Malta in 2016, Challenge Aviation is Challenge Group's leasing arm. It specialises in the acquisition 

and leasing of widebody aircraft and engines, and in trading spare parts. Challenge Aviation currently owns eight 

wide body aircraft and five spare engines which it leases out to the Group’s three airlines, Challenge Airlines BE, 
Challenge Airlines IL, and Challenge Airlines MT, as well as to third-party airlines. The aircrafts are all registered 

in Israel, Belgium and Malta. 

“When we started out in 2016, our leasing fleet consisted of 3 Boeing 747 freighters. In less than 7 years, we will 

have almost trebled that number. In a world that is desperate for cargo space, we are systematically converting 

and building up our leasing offer, and aim to become a leading lessor in the airfreight industry within the decade,” 
says Daniel Ganem, CFO of Challenge Group. “With over 45 years of experience in overcoming the challenge of 
limited equipment, Challenge Aviation is in the best position to understand its customers’ needs and is quick to 
source available aircraft or to replace engines. We also hold a number of maintenance contracts: thus, we have 

all the necessary ingredients at our disposal, for us to be able to say, ‘Challenge Accepted!’” 

The 35-year-old, whose career began in IAI’s finance department ten years ago, before moving to business 
development and flight planning with Challenge Airlines IL (formerly CAL), then taking on a position as financial 

analyst, now heads the Group’s USD 300 million fleet expansion project, as its Chief Financial Officer. 

Four Boeing 767 were recently purchased and will all have been converted into freighters by 2023. Challenge 

Aviation is currently sourcing four Boeing 777, which will then also be sent to IAI for conversion. 

  

 About Challenge Group 

Challenge Group is a unique, international air cargo conglomeration offering tailored air freight industry solutions from 

handling, air and ground logistics, to aviation services, for a wide range of industries and commodities.  

Challenge Group employs 850 people across three airlines (Challenge Airlines IL in Israel, Challenge Airlines BE in Belgium, 

Challenge Airlines MT in Malta),  a commercial division (Challenge Air Cargo) in Malta, a ground handling company (Challenge 

Handling in Liege, Belgium), a European road feeder provider (Challenge Logistics in Liege, Belgium), an aircraft and parts 

leasing division (Challenge Aviation), and a comprehensive line maintenance provider (Challenge Technic). The company has 

trebled its capacity over the past four years and now handles 300,000+ tonnes of cargo per year. 

 


